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Utah State Tax Commission

Monthly webinars of various tax topics.

Ability to access the recording and presentation after the event.

Free to all attendees.



Utah State Tax Commission Monthly Webinars
tax.utah.gov/training/webinars

https://tax.utah.gov/training/webinars


Sales and Use Tax 
Compliance Topics



Utah Business 
Self Reviews



What is a Business Self Review?

• A self-review project consists of selected businesses, organizations or industries 
reviewing their own books and records under the guidance of written 
instructions concerning issues of a limited scope and nature.

•  The self-review projects are designed to:
• Help you become familiar with the specific tax laws as they relate to your business.
• Ensure that everyone is remitting their fair share of taxes.
• Reduce business interruptions because an auditor does not physically come to your 

place of business unless requested by you.
• Assist you in future compliance to avoid penalty and interest.
• Aid in calculating the correct tax amount due.



Helpful Resources
in Self Review Projects

• Cover letter  - Explains the project and gives contact information

• All self review projects have expired, but the information contained is a 
helpful resource for others within that industry.

• Frequently asked questions document

• Example Page – Lists taxable and nontaxable items within that industry



Listing of Recent Self Review Projects

• Aircraft

• Animal Sellers

• Photography

• Restaurants Using Facilitators

• U.S. Customs

https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/aircraft
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/aircraft
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-animal-sellers
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-animal-sellers
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-photography
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-photography
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-restaurants
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-restaurants
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/customs
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/customs


Aircraft Self Review
tax.utah.gov/selfreview/aircraft

The Business Taxes and Discovery Division of the Utah State Tax 
Commission reviews FAA records of all aircraft registered in Utah to 
ensure the applicable sales and use tax required by Utah Code Annotated 
§59-12-103 has been paid. 

• How do Utah tax laws, rules, and regulations require sales or use tax to be 
paid on aircraft?

• Utah Code states that vehicles subject to titling or registration shall have sales and use tax 
paid by the purchaser. Aircraft subject to registration are considered vehicles and are subject 
to sales and use tax. Any civil aircraft located in Utah must have a current certificate of 
registration to operate in Utah. 

• If the seller of the aircraft is a regular licensed vehicle dealer, the seller is to collect the tax at 
purchase. Otherwise, the purchaser is responsible for paying sales and use tax directly to the 
Utah State Tax Commission with form TC-828. 

• The aircraft should be registered with the Utah Department of Transportation, Division of 
Aeronautics. See udot.utah.gov/aeronautics.

https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/aircraft
https://udot.utah.gov/connect/about-us/operations/aeronautics/


Aircraft Self Review
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https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/aircraft


Aircraft Self Review
tax.utah.gov/selfreview/aircraft

https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/aircraft


Animal Sellers Self Review
tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-animal-sellers

The Business Taxes and Discovery Division of the Utah State Tax 
Commission conducted an education project for those who sell 
animals in Utah. 

• All animals – dogs, cats, horses, birds, fish, insects, spiders, 
reptiles, amphibians, etc. – are considered tangible personal 
property, and their sale is subject to Utah sales tax. 

• As the seller, you are responsible for collecting the tax from the customer 
and then reporting and paying it to the Utah State Tax Commission.
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Photography Self Review
tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-photography

• The Business Taxes and Discovery Division of the Utah State Tax 
Commission conducted a self-review project on photographers and 
related businesses. 

• Isn’t photography a service? Why should sales tax be collected on a 
service?

• The object of photography is to provide a customer with a photographic image, 
the sale of which is taxable whether delivered as tangible personal property or 
as a digital image.
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Photography Self Review
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Restaurants Using Facilitators 
Self Review

tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-restaurants

• The Business Taxes and Discovery Division of the Utah State Tax 
Commission conducted a self-review on restaurants that have 
been using facilitators, such as DoorDash, Uber Eats, and Grubhub. 

• The Utah law regarding marketplace facilitators changed on July 1, 
2020. As a result, businesses that take orders and collect payments 
for restaurants no longer report and pay Utah sales and restaurant 
tax associated with these sales. Restaurants are responsible for 
reporting and paying these taxes. 

https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-restaurants
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-restaurants
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-restaurants
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-restaurants
https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/self-reviews-restaurants


Restaurants Using Facilitators 
Self Review
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U.S. Customs Self Review
tax.utah.gov/selfreview/customs

The Utah State Tax Commission reviews information received from 
the United States Customs Service to identify individuals and 
businesses importing items and declaring Utah as their ultimate 
state of destination. 

• Merchandise, such as art, jewelry, equipment, construction 
materials, etc. purchased tax-free that is not resold is subject to 
Utah’s use tax.

https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/customs


U.S. Customs Self Review
tax.utah.gov/selfreview/customs

https://tax.utah.gov/selfreview/customs


Other Projects



Current Tax Commission Projects

• Montana Registration and Sales Tax 

• Motor Vehicle Audits

• Transient Room Project



Montana Registration and Sales Tax

Utah is seeing an increase in the number of residents purchasing 
motor vehicles, boats or RV’s and registering them in the State of 
Montana.

• In some cases, the individual is setting up an LLC in Montana to register the 
items

• Using a registered agent in the State of Montana

• Montana has no sales tax , very low registration fees and no emission/safety 
inspection requirements.



Montana Registration and Sales Tax

2025 Utah Senate Bill 52

• allows the State Tax Commission to contract with a designated agent to determine the address for 
which a vehicle's or vessel's insurance is tied, to assist the commission in determining whether the 
owner is a resident of this state;

• based on information provided by the designated agent, allows the commission to investigate whether 
the owner is a resident for vehicle or vessel registration purposes or otherwise in compliance with 
relevant registration and tax laws;

• for a person found in violation of certain tax and fee requirements, allows the person 60 days to resolve 
the violation and they are subject to a $150 fee;

• allows the commission to impose penalties in certain circumstances; After 60 days vehicle owner may 
be assessed a $500 penalty and up to 100% of the tax liability if it was found that fraud was intended.

• allows funds in the Uninsured Motorist Identification Restricted Account to be used to cover the costs 
of the designated agent for address verification.



Montana Registration and Sales Tax

• What is the Utah State Tax Commission doing?

• Researching Montana license plates

• Send out Audit Report



Motor Vehicle Audits
A motor vehicle audit is an examination of motor vehicle-related transactions, records, 
and tax compliance conducted by the Utah State Tax Commission's Motor Vehicle 
Division and Business Taxes and Discovery Division.

• This may include titled motor vehicle’s, watercraft, recreational vehicle’s, off highway vehicle’s, 
etc. 

Purpose of Motor Vehicle Audits
• Verifies accuracy of vehicle-related tax reporting
• Ensures compliance with motor vehicle regulations
• Examines financial transactions related to vehicle sales and registration
• Investigates potential tax discrepancies or fraud

The purchase price you claim on documents you provide when registering your vehicle must 
state the price you actually paid. Your documents will be reviewed for accuracy by the Tax 
Commission. If you fraudulently underreport the purchase price, you will receive an audit for the 
additional tax, penalty, and interest. A fraud penalty will likely be assessed at 100% of the tax or 
$500, whichever is greater.



Motor Vehicle Audits



Motor Vehicle Audits
mvp.tax.utah.gov



Transient Room Project

• The Utah State Tax Commission is teaming up with cities, counties and other 
resources to identify short term lodging providers that are not collecting and 
remitting sales and transient room tax.

• Amounts paid for temporary lodging are subject to both sales tax and 
transient room tax. 

• Temporary lodging is the use of accommodations in a hotel, motel, inn, tourist home, 
trailer court or campground (or similar accommodation) for less than 30 consecutive 
days.

• Lodging stays of 30 consecutive days or longer are exempt from sales and 
transient room tax.



Transient Room Project

• If the seller is conducting sales of these types of stays through a marketplace 
facilitator platform such as AirBNB or VRBO then the marketplace facilitator  is 
responsible to report the tax on their behalf.

• If the seller is advertising outside of a marketplace platform through their own 
website, KSL, or other means and are conducting the sale personally, then they 
are required to collect, report, and remit the sales tax and transient room tax 
themselves.



Transient Room Project
tap.utah.gov

• If the lodging 
provider does not 
have a sales and 
transient room 
tax number to 
collect and remit 
these taxes,  they 
may apply online 
at tap.utah.gov



Report a Violation in TAP
tap.utah.gov
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Report a Violation in TAP
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Tax Commission Resources



Sales and Use Tax Workshops
tax.utah.gov/training/workshops/sales-use-tax

We have four scheduled workshops throughout 
the year.  Please use the email below to register 
and you will be sent information to access the 
workshop.  Check the link above for future dates.

If you would like a recording of the workshop,  
please send an email to taxtraining@utah.gov 
and we can send it to you by email.  We 
encourage you to attend on these dates so you 
will have opportunities to ask questions.

https://tax.utah.gov/training/workshops/sales-use-tax
https://tax.utah.gov/training/workshops/sales-use-tax
https://tax.utah.gov/training/workshops/sales-use-tax
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Sales Tax Check up
tax.utah.gov/training/sales-tax-checkup
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Tax Commission Resources

Contact Us

Practitioner Hotline 801-297-7790   or  1-800-662-4335 ext. 7790

Customer Service – payment processing & liens 801-297-2200   or   1-800-662-4335

Taxpayer Resources Unit – basic tax questions 801-297-7705   or   1-800-662-4335 ext. 7705

TAP Support 801-297-3996 or   1-800-662-4335  ext. 3996

Email:  tapsupport@utah.gov

Taxpayer Advocate Service 801-297-7562 or   1-800-662-4335 ext. 7562

Email taxmaster@utah.gov

Online Resources

Tax Commission Website tax.utah.gov

Forms and Publications tax.utah.gov/forms

Online Services (TAP) tap.utah.gov

Tax Practitioner Information tax.utah.gov/taxpros

Sales and Use Tax Information tax.utah.gov/sales

Tax Training tax.utah.gov/training
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