
R884.  Tax Commission, Property Tax.
R884-24P.  Property Tax.
R884-24P-61.  1.5 Percent Uniform Fee on Tangible Personal Property Required to be 
Registered with the State Pursuant to Utah Code Ann. Section 59-2-405.

A.  Definitions.
1.  For purposes of Section 59-2-405, "motor vehicle" is as defined in Section 41-1a-

102, except that motor vehicle does not include motorcycles as defined in Section 41-1a-
102.

2.   "Recreational  vehicle"  means  a  vehicular  unit  other  than  a  mobile  home, 
primarily designed as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreational, or vacation use, which is 
either self- propelled or pulled by another vehicle.

a)  Recreational vehicle includes a travel trailer, a camping trailer, a motor home, 
and a fifth wheel trailer.

b)   Recreational  vehicle  does not  include  a  van unless specifically  designed or 
modified for use as a temporary dwelling.

B.  The uniform fee established in Section 59-2-405 is levied against the following 
types of personal property, unless specifically excluded by Section 59-2-405:

1.  motor vehicles that are not classified under Class 22 - Passenger Cars, Light 
Trucks/Utility Vehicles, and Vans, in Tax Commission rule R884-24P-33;

2.  watercraft required to be registered with the state;
3.  recreational vehicles required to be registered with the state; and
4.  all other tangible personal property required to be registered with the state before 

it is used on a public highway, on a public waterway, on public land, or in the air.
C.  The following classes of personal property are not subject to the Section 59-2-

405 uniform fee, but remain subject to the ad valorem property tax:
1.  vintage vehicles;
2.  state-assessed commercial vehicles not classified under Class 22 - Passenger 

Cars, Light Trucks/Utility Vehicles, and Vans;
3.  any personal property that is neither required to be registered nor exempt from 

the ad valorem property tax;
4.  machinery or equipment that can function only when attached to or used in 

conjunction with motor vehicles.
D.  The fair market value of tangible personal property subject to the Section 59-2-

405 uniform fee is based on depreciated cost new as established in Tax Commission rule 
R884-24P-33, "Personal Property Valuation Guides and Schedules," published annually by 
the Tax Commission.

E.  Centrally assessed taxpayers shall use the following formula to determine the 
value of locally assessed personal property that may be deducted from the allocated unit 
valuation:

1.  Divide the system value by the book value to determine the market to book ratio.
2.   Multiply  the  market  to  book ratio  by  the  book  value  of  personal  property 

registered in Utah and subject to Section 59-2- 405 to determine the value of personal 
property that may be subtracted from the allocated unit value.

F.  If a property's valuation is appealed to the county board of equalization under 
Section 59-2-1005, the property shall become subject to a total revaluation.  All adjustments 



are made on the basis of their effect on the property's average retail value as of the January 1 
lien date and according to Tax Commission rule R884-24P-33.

G.  The county assessor may change the fair market value of any individual item of 
personal property in his jurisdiction for any of the following reasons:

1.  The manufacturer's suggested retail price ("MSRP") or the cost new was not 
included on the state printout, computer tape, or registration card;

2.  The MSRP or cost new listed on the state records was inaccurate; or
3.  In the assessor's judgment, an MSRP or cost new adjustment made as a result of a 

property owner's informal request will continue year to year on a percentage basis.
H.  If the personal property is of a type subject to annual registration, the Section 59-

2-405 uniform fee is due at the time the registration is due.  If the personal property is not 
registered during the year, the owner remains liable for payment of the Section 59-2-405 
uniform fee to the county assessor.

1.  No additional uniform fee may be levied upon personal property transferred 
during a calendar year if the Section 59-2-405 uniform fee has been paid for that calendar 
year.

2.  If the personal property is of a type registered for periods in excess of one year, 
the Section 59-2-405 uniform fee shall be due annually.

3.  The personal property of a nonresident member of the armed forces stationed in 
Utah may be registered in Utah without payment of the Section 59-2-405 uniform fee.

4.  Personal property belonging to a Utah resident member of the armed forces 
stationed in another state is not subject to the Section 59-2-405 uniform fee as long as the 
personal property is kept in another state.

5.   Noncommercial  trailers  weighing 750 pounds or  less are  not  subject  to  the 
Section 59-2-405 uniform fee or ad valorem property tax but may be registered at  the 
request of the owner.

I.  If the personal property is of a type subject to annual registration, registration of 
that personal property may not be completed unless the Section 59-2-405 uniform fee has 
been paid, even if the taxpayer is appealing the uniform fee valuation.  Delinquent fees may 
be assessed in accordance with Sections 59-2- 217 and 59-2-309 as a condition precedent to 
registration.

J.  The situs of personal property subject to the Section 59- 2-405 uniform fee is 
determined in accordance with Section 59-2- 104. Situs of purchased personal property shall 
be the tax area of the purchaser's domicile, unless the personal property will be kept in a tax 
area other than the tax area of the purchaser's domicile for more than six months of the year.

1.  If an assessor discovers personal property that is kept in the assessor's county but 
registered in another, the assessor may submit an affidavit along with evidence that the 
property is kept in that county to the assessor of the county in which the personal property is 
registered.  Upon agreement, the assessor of the county of registration shall forward the fee 
collected to the county of situs within 30 working days.

2.  If the owner of personal property registered in Utah is domiciled outside of Utah, 
the taxable situs of the property is presumed to be the county in which the uniform fee was 
paid, unless an assessor's affidavit establishes otherwise.

3.  The Tax Commission shall, on an annual basis, provide each county assessor 
information  indicating  all  personal  property  subject  to  state  registration  and  its 
corresponding taxable situs.



4.  Section 59-2-405 uniform fees received by a county that require distribution to a 
purchaser's domicile outside of that county shall be deposited into an account established by 
the Commission, pursuant to procedures prescribed by the Commission.

5.  Section 59-2-405 uniform fees received by the Commission pursuant to J.4. shall 
be distributed to the appropriate county at least monthly.

K.  The blind exemption provided in Section 59-2-1106 is applicable to the Section 
59-2-405 uniform fee.

L.  The veteran's exemption provided in Section 59-2-1104 is applicable  to the 
Section 59-2-405 uniform fee.

M.   The  provisions  of  this  rule  shall  be  implemented  and become binding  on 
taxpayers beginning January 1, 1999.

Effective:  11/1/2000


